
Settlement
What are the differences between migration and 
immigration? 
Do settlement have patterns?
Why do people migrate? Now? In history?
What is a refugee?
What does it mean to seek asylum?
What are the main difference between a refugee and an 
asylum seeker?
Why are refugees our responsibility?
How does conflict impact on migration and refugees?
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Science linked to topic:
• To understand the processes of water 

treatment
• To understand how a filter works in relation to 

water
• How do we separate a mixture
• Design a water filter to help a refugee clean 

their water.

• Which countries do most refugees come from? Why?
• Which countries do they go to? Why?
• What do we know about Syria as a country?

To map the journey of a refugee from Syria to the UK:

• Understand that the scale of map effects how it looks.
• Understand that maps look different depending on their perspective (aerial view, bird’s eye view)
• Make a map
• Draw a key
• Use maps with different scales – Large scale Ordnance Survey maps (1:1250, 1:2500) and smaller 

scales (1:10 000)
• Use maps with oblique and bird’s eye views 
• Use the scale bar to estimate distance on a map 
• Use the scale bar to calculate distance on a map
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https://refugeeweek.org.uk/resources/education-
resources/classroom-resources/
https://www.redcross.org.uk/get-involved/teaching-
resources/refugees-and-migration
https://www.unhcr.org/uk/teaching-materials-ages-9-12.html
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/education-resources-refugee-asylum-
immigration
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Migration Time Line to Britain

Is there a maximum size for cities or will they go on growing 
even larger?
Does it matter that someone is not from any particular 
country and are stateless?
Which group of people from the migration timeline had the 
greatest impact on Britain as a whole? Plymouth and the 
South West?

Approximately 5.6 million refugees come from the war-
torn country of Syria. This is the highest number of 
refugees compared to other countries. Most of the 
Syrians who are currently refugees remain in the Middle 
East. Turkey hosts 3.6 million, the largest number of 
refugees hosted by any country. Syrian refugees are also 
in Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq as well as other countries 
around the world. During 2018, 1.4 million refugees 
returned home to Syria. Returnees face a daunting 
situation, including lack of infrastructure and services 
and danger from explosive devices. 

Refugee - someone who is forced to leave their country and seek 
safety in another country.
Migration - the movement of a person or a group of people, to settle in 
another place, often across a boundary. 
Persecution - unfair or cruel treatment over a long period of time 
because of race, religion, or political beliefs.
Asylum seeker - somebody who wants to find safety in another country 
and who has asked the Government of that country to allow them in as 
a refugee. 
Civil war - a war between citizens of the same country.

People often confuse the terms migrant, immigrant, refugee and asylum 
seeker. 
A migrant is someone who is moving from place to place (within his or her 
country or across borders), usually for economic reasons such as seasonal 
work. An immigrant is someone who makes a conscious decision to leave 
his or her home and move to a foreign country with the intention of 
settling there. Refugees are forced to leave their native countries because 
of persecution or violence. An asylum seeker is someone whose claim for 
refugee status has not been determined legally and is seeking international 
protection from dangers in his or her home country.
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